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Turn your Bibles to Ephesians 5.  As you are doing that, I just want to share with you.  If you are new here today, we have these green cards out back.  They are actually on top of the garbage can.  If you would grab one on your way out, we want them to serve more than one purpose.  Just fill this out; let us get to know you and we’ll be in touch.  We had a lot of people fill them out last week at Easter.  
Some of you maybe ready this morning, as we get ready to take the offering, to turn in what your family’s commitment to Haiti will be.  Our family talked about it quite a bit this week.  I always love asking the kids… “Carson, how much do you think our family should give?”  “At least five dollars.”  So I just love the perspective young kids bring.  Some of you will go, “That’s good; from the mouth of babes.”  No.  

We are trying to raise $100,000.00 as a church to rebuild a school for orphans in Haiti.  We want you to be a part of that.  If you were not here last week and you want to learn more about it, you can pick up this card.  It gives you very brief information.  We are having information put on our website at woodhills.org.  We would love for you to check it out and find out what is going on and make sure this is something your family, not just one or two, Mom or Dad, husband or wife is talking about, but include the whole family in this.  

We take offering here in these buckets; you can drop these cards in there.  This is for our tithes and offerings this morning.  As we go to pass those, we want you to know that if you are a guest here today…  We want to say thank you to Woodland Hills family.  This has been a great season.  You have been responding very generously.  We want to encourage you to continue your giving, and the Haiti project above and beyond that, just to see what we can do.  In a time that the news is telling us is bad financially, we know it is not a time to pull back on our giving at all so it’s been neat to watch God respond.  We know that ultimately he is in charge of the economy and ultimately he is in charge of our household budgets.

Well we are in Ephesians 5 today.  We are in Dear Church, but we are also in TwoIgnite, TwoGuard.  I got to be a man this week.  It was really a great moment in my life.  I got a new car to me; it was a used car.  I bought a 2009 Hyundai.  It looks like a BMW, but it’s a Hyundai.  It came infested with mice.  Every morning, in the cup holders, in the arm rest, on the seats… there were droppings everywhere.  Unfortunately, I have dark seats so you really couldn’t see what you were sitting on every morning.  I realized I had a problem, so I got mouse traps.  I started with the humane ones with the glue traps.  I put those down.  I caught two with the glue traps and disposed of them, yet that didn’t take care of the problem.  I noticed that some of the droppings were larger than others.  Maybe this is too much information to start off a message in Ephesians 5.
I went to Lowes and I bought some mouse traps that I know have been inspired off medieval death contraptions.  They have all sorts of spikes on them.  I bought six of them this week and put them in the trunk and the back.  Corynn goes, “Daddy, what are doing?”  I go, “I’m going to snap their little necks; that’s what I’m doing.  We’re done with the glue.  These guys are going down and it’s not going to be pretty.”  
She remembered a time in a theme park where we walked through a bug exhibit and somebody made her put her hand on her heart and take a pledge to never kill a bug.  Okay…?  What a bunch of liberal theme park owners.  She said, “Daddy, we made a pledge.”  
I go, “You made a pledge.  I didn’t make a pledge.”   
She goes, “What do you think happened?”  
I go, “I think there is a mamma in here and I think before she gives birth again, we are going to get here.”  You could just see the look of sadness on her face.  

I can’t get my wife to ride in my care anymore.  Does that shock you?  She won’t even get in the car anymore.  I killed two more last night.  My death count is up to 6 in this little four door Hyundai.  So every morning I get up and go…  I set the traps at night and I come back.  This morning I was flexing my muscles; I was feeling really good because I think I killed the last two.  The last one was kind of plump if you know what I mean.  Never have I been so excited.  It looked like they had a lot of pain in the process so I felt good about the whole deal.  But isn’t that a great feeling?  Here’s where we are going with this.  Because I know you’re wondering what that has to do with anything.  

Today we are going to look at a text that theologians have argued over and couples have argued over.  It’s the role of men and women in the home.  We are not going to spend a lot of time… I’m going to talk more to guys.  This text speaks more to men than it does to women.  It’s a lot of text, but it has an emphasis on men caring for and protecting women.  It’s a text that is about husbands caring for and protecting their wives.  We often time don’t see in this text how much God cares for his church, how much Christ cares for this church, his bride, and how much that is to be a model of what you and I are to have in our marriage.  

So today is TwoGuard and here’s what TwoGuard is: it’s learning to not let your home be run by the kids.  It’s learning to have a husband and wife who care deeply for each other and are willing to put that bond first, according to God Almighty.  He created that bond tighter, stronger than the bond between parent and child, so that you would begin to develop a bond with your husband, that you would begin to develop a bond with your wife that is far greater than the bond you have with your kids.  It’s a very tough text.  We have to dive right into it.  The farther we get into Ephesians… I don’t have time to cover the whole book in review like I have been doing so we are going to jump right in.

With this first point, I want to give you a review just from Chapter 5 of Ephesians, verses one and two and twenty-one.  1Be imitators of God, therefore, as dearly loved children 2and live a life of love, just as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.  
So the very first point that I want you to see this morning is that Both husbands and wives are called to be imitators of God.  We are both called to live a life of love.  This is important.  If you’ve ever picked up Ephesians Chapter 5… Brides have come to me and said, “Hey, I don’t mind you teaching that Ephesians 5 passage, but leave out that part where wives are to obey their husbands.”  
If you’re focusing on that one little section, you’re missing the whole context because it’s the entire Chapter 5 that shares with us that all of us are called to live this life of love and to be an imitator of God.  But then there’s the last verse that we looked at last week is Ephesians 5: 21 and here’s what it says.  Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ.  If you want to show the Lord how grateful you are and how thankful you are for his sacrifice in your life, you show that by submitting to each other.  

Now what we are going to see in the text are three contexts for that idea of submission.  We are going to look at it in the marriage; we are going to look at it in the home.  We are going to do that next week with Chapter 6: 1-4.  Then we are going to look at it in the workplace and how you and I are to submit.  But the word submit there… I want to give you the original language and then a definition so we can have that to be our guide through the morning.  The word is ypotasso.  It is a Greek military term meaning to arrange, like troop divisions, in a military fashion under the command of a leader.  In a non-military setting, it was a voluntary attitude of giving in (there’s a word we love in our marriages), cooperating, assuming responsibility and carrying a burden.  
Much like Galatians 6 says, the call of the follower of Jesus is to help other people with their burden.  Each man is responsible to carry his load, Galatians 6 says, but we are responsible to carry one another’s burden.  Meaning there are some loads that you and I can carry on our own and we need to carry on our own.  We call that personal responsibility.  But there are other loads that are just too big for one person to carry and they require assistance.  He says make sure that you are carrying other people’s burden.  
Before we go any further, I want to recognize that yesterday two couples in our church got married.  I want them to stand up.  Amanda and Courtney in the back, stand up.  We are going to celebrate this with you.  Where over here?  Stand up.  We are going to celebrate.  They got married.  The question is: what are they doing here?  I don’t know!  Have a seat.  Thank you, guys.  Welcome; we’re glad you are here.  Amanda, you brought Courtney here today, didn’t you?  We are going to make sure we start this right.  A honeymoon beginning in Ephesians 5; it can’t get any better.  Ypotasso baby; ypotasso.   Both husbands and wives are called to be imitators of God.

Now let me go to number two because here is where we go where angels dare to trod.  I’ve told you before.  There is the egalitarian system of understanding husbands and wives and that is where the leadership is shared.  I like what Andy Stanley says when he explains this in the context of the church.  A lot of churches have gone to this team leadership model where the team leads.  Andy says, “I’ve yet to find a model in the country where team leadership works.”  He says he can’t find it in the church.  “You take me into a church where there is team leadership and I will find for you the leader even though they are calling themselves team lead.”  He says it doesn’t work.  I don’t believe team led works in the home either.  

The complementarian believes that men have been called to be the leaders.  I am the leader when Amy lets me be.  Okay?  You need to know that… very clearly.  I am complementarian when she says I am.  Those are the two systems.  We get caught up in Verse 22 with this idea of ypotasso applying to the wives and we’ve missed the burden and the responsibility that is really placed on men.  
I’ve been reading Gary Smalley’s classic book this week.  It’s called If Only He Knew.  When you read this book… It’s written to men, first and foremost.  It’s how men can show genuine self-sacrificing love in the marriage.  He has been criticized a lot.  It’s a popular book because it has helped the most marriages.  

I meet people all the time who say that book saved their marriage.  A lot of men don’t like it because they think it lets women off the hook, but he didn’t write it to women, he wrote it to me.  
As you go through there, you really begin to understand that men have this tendency to become harsh, men have this tendency to become critical, and men have this tendency to rule with an iron fist.  When you see the gospel of Jesus Christ and what we are supposed to model, guys, that isn’t at all what we are called to be as husbands.  We are not called to rule with the iron fist and become that person that nobody in the home wants to be around.  That’s not who we are called to be, but that’s the model a lot of ladies look at and say “I’m not going to submit to that; I’m not going to fall in line under the leadership of that.”
Look at what it says in the second point.  God has called men to lead in the home.  Verse 22 says Wives, submit to your husbands as to the Lord. Now I’ve read so many commentaries on this text that I have none left to read.  I am amazed at the people who try to explain 23 and 24 away from this idea that God has placed a burden of leadership upon men.  It says it right here in Verse 23.  For the husband is the head of the wife as Christ is the head of the church, his body, of which he is the Savior.  24Now as the church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit to their husbands in everything.  And the ladies all said…  

Here’s what I love… Jesus said my yoke is easy and my burden is light.  He says if you want to tell me that you love me, just follow my commands.  My question to the guys today is: is the yoke or the burden you have in the home easy; is it light?  I love what Hebrews says in Chapter 13.  It’s a verse that I cherish as a pastor.  Verse 4 says to honor marriage and that marriage should be honored by all.  As you go a little further down into that text, you read that the role of followers… I’m going to look it up for you because I’m going to quote it just right because it is a powerful text and it’s one every pastor reads and wants to share very often.  7Remember your leaders, who spoke the word of God to you. Consider the outcome of their way of life and imitate their faith.  He says don’t be a burden to your leaders, follow them, submit to them.  
The idea of submission in our culture is horrible.  We see it all the time in marriages.  Yesterday somebody talked to me about this.  They asked me who I would marry and who I would not marry?   I said the problem is that most people come in with the decision to marry and they are just going to wait until they find somebody who will marry them.  They are not going to submit to any sort of spiritual authority in their lives.  This authority issue goes way beyond just marriage today.  It goes into the lives of us at work, which we are going see in a couple of weeks, and into the lives of the church.  There is this shopping and hopping and the consumer mentality that has hit the church today.  It’s “I’ll go to this church and submit to that authority, so long as I agree with it.  Then as soon as I stop agreeing with it, as soon as I stop following it…” it can be over the smallest, dumbest things.  
The person says I’m no longer going to submit to that authority.  The nice thing about having over 100 churches in a town is that you can keep shopping around until you find the authority you like.  But I question how much of an authority they really are and what kind of leadership it really is if it’s all about appeasing the people in the seats and if it’s all about “what do you want and I’ll just go ahead and meet that.”
The reason we are an elder led church is because we are to be led by men who are spending time on their knees, who are spending time in the word, who are understanding the consequences of sin and pointing people to it, telling them to be careful and to watch out.  That’s the burden of leadership.  

Guys, we’ve been called to that.  
Ladies, you’ve been called in the home to walk along side that and to submit to that, to understand the leadership role, to understand what God has called.  I know it’s not a popular teaching today, but I’ve seen it in too many homes.  I see too many women who come to church without their husbands.  I see very few men who come to church without their wives.  There are exceptions.  But I’ll see it every time when the guy steps up and says I’m going to lead spiritually in this home and I’m going to walk with the Lord and family, follow me as I do so.  

I can tell with Amy.  There is nothing she desires more than when she sees me leading the home as a spiritual leader, as one who processes decisions with the family according to the word of God and according to the teachings of Christ and to understand what it means to live a life of faith at home.  God has called men to this structure and authority and to be leaders.
The third point in Verse 25 is this: Marriage is a model of the gospel of Jesus Christ.  Your children have a front row seat to your marriage.  Look at what it says.  25Husbands, love… that’s where we get our word agape, which is self-sacrificing love.  …your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her… So if you want to point to the submission of your wife, first point to the death you are called to take on.  26…to make her holy, cleansing her by the washing with water through the word, 27and to present her to himself as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and blameless. 28In this same way, husbands ought to love their wives as their own bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself. 29After all, no one ever hated his own body, but he feeds and cares for it, just as Christ does the church-- 30for we are members of his body.
The gospel of Jesus is a model for your marriage and a model for my marriage.   As I said earlier, this week I was reading If Only He Knew and this is what Gary shares about Ephesians 5: 29 - After all, no one ever hated his own body, but he feeds and cares for it, just as Christ does the church.  Most men in here want that “handle with care” stamp on themselves.  They realize we have our own insecurities in the things that we deal with and why would we think that we should treat our wife any differently than we would desire to be treated.  Here’s what he says.  This is my mouse story right here.  

Discover where your wife needs protection.  Discover where she needs your covering.  A husband needs to discover areas in which his wife feels vulnerable.  Through informal discussions and observations on your part, you can compile mental lists of the major and minor areas where she is easily frustrated or fearful.  
He gives several examples and I like this.  What about her physical limits?  Many times a man will treat his wife too roughly.  He will carry one extra bag of groceries rather than sending her in the house and carrying them all.  He will begin to think that she has the same strength that he has.  
I was so convicted as I read this book this week because when we move furniture at our home and she wants to stop for a rest between rooms… Have you ever done that where you’re shuffling because you can’t get your legs to move too close to the furniture?  So you’re shuffling as fast as you can down the hall because it’s something really heavy.  She’ll say stop I need a rest.  I go “Press on!  We don’t need to stop.”  Or we go up the stairs… Have you ever figured out that it’s harder on the person going up the stairs than it is on the person at the bottom of the stairs?  So when she wants to stop on stairs… who stops with furniture on stairs?  I’m cheering her on rather than realizing she doesn’t have the strength I have… all the time.  

I don’t know if this will be appropriate, but I’m going to say it; the filter is not on right now.  There have been times where I’ve worked with couples and somebody said… And I’ve never touched my wife; I’ve never harmed her.  A lot of the reason for that is because I am afraid.  I told her that if we ever got into any sort of physical conflict, it would be a toss up.  I just don’t know who would win.  Maybe that’s too much.  I’ll redeem that in a few minutes.  But she has physical limits and when you’re moving furniture, just be considerate of that.  She doesn’t have the strength that you have.  

What about financial pressures?  This can weigh on men a lot more than ladies.  Guys, you take that burden.  What about her need for rest?  We come home from work and we want the world to stop for us; we’ve had a long day.  If we learned anything from watching the Flintstones…  Remember when Fred and his wife exchanged jobs for the day because he thought her job was so easy?  We’ve got to realize that she has as much of a need for rest as we do.

What about the pressure of the children?  What about the added pressure of moving?  We forget about that.  A guy can pack up and move and try a new place and it’s adventure for him, but a lot of time that nesting that is in your wife… Many of you guys who may have just moved here, or maybe you have just moved from house to house in town, consider that protection she needs.  

Then just ask her what causes her the most stress.  We need to picture our wives all the time with a stamp on her forehead that says “handle with care.”  As leaders, let’s care for our wives, guys, as Christ cares for the church.  Remember, he shed his blood for it; he gave his life for it.  So for us, it’s not about us.  So ladies, you may get caught up in the submission idea and falling in line under the leadership of your husband and we’ll talk about you allowing him to do that in a second, but guys, the first and foremost point we need to make here is that we need to learn to be delicate and “handle with care” our wives.  Love with them with all understanding of what Peter said in 1 Peter 3.  

Gary has a list in the book.  I can’t read them all to you.  It’s only 127 ways we don’t handle our wives with care.  I stopped at 40.  It’s strong; it’s compelling.  Let me give you just a few of them.  These are ways that we do not handle our wives with care.  They are ways we tear them down.  
Ignoring her 

Not valuing her opinion 
Showing more attention to other people than her 
Not listening to or understanding what she feels is most important 
Closing her out by not talking or listening to her; the silent treatment 
Being easily distracted when she is trying to talk

Not scheduling special time to be with her

Not being open to talk about things you do not understand 
Making jokes about areas of her life that she needs to change 
Insulting her in front of others, come backs with quick retorts 
Giving harsh admonitions in front of family and friends

Using careless words before you think through how they will affect her

Nagging her in harshness, raising your voice at her

Making critical statements with no logical basis

Making critical statements with logical basis

Swearing or using foul language in her presence 
Correcting her in public

Being tactless when pointing out her weaknesses or blind spots

Gary and Norma are sitting back there and Norma is going “You wrote this?  This is good.”  
Reminding her angrily that you warned her not to do something.  And then this is so common.  She makes the decision that she is going to change in a certain area and you decide to become her accountability partner and point out every time she doesn’t change in that area.  I made that one up; that wasn’t on the list in the book.  Lecturing her when she needs to be comforted and encouraged or treated gently.  Guys, that’s one of the quickest areas where we can fail because… I’ve been teaching my son that men fight, we can go at it, we can battle, but that’s the queen and she is to be treated like one.  She needs to be handled with care.  That’s exactly what this is saying here in our third point.  Marriage is a model of the gospel of Jesus. 
Look at number four.  God intends for the bond between husband and wife be stronger than the bond between parent and child.  This why we get a quote from Genesis 2:24 here in Verse 31.   31"For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife…  I’ve been loving that little verse lately because it teaches so much.  We think it just teaches about marriage, but it teaches so much about parenting.  The bond between a husband and wife is to be stronger than the bond between a parent and a child.  

When we had Corynn, we did what every mom tries to do… I keep saying we, but we didn’t nurse, Amy nursed.   Nursing didn’t go well.  I have permission from Amy to use this story.  Nursing did not go well for us.  It was a very trying time.  I never really understood the bond that takes place between a parent and a child until I saw the struggle with Amy trying to nurse Corynn.  She would nurse for an hour at a time, take an hour off, and nurse again.  Corynn was never getting enough.  She always seemed hungry.  

I remember going to the doctor for one of the checkups.  We were sitting there in the chairs.  We have a doctor that has been around a while so bedside manner is something that he had maybe once, but now it’s just let’s get to the facts.  They put that chart up.  You know, after they measure the head and they measure the weight and all that, then they put where your child is in the percentile.  Much like most of my children, she was in the 99 percentile for the size of her head.  That’s a Cunningham.  But when it got to weight, it popped up on the screen and Amy was sitting right by the computer.  He goes, “Boy, she’s hungry, she ain’t getting enough to eat.”  My wife just hung her head.  At that moment, you don’t know what to do; you don’t know what to say.  She hung her head, began to cry and I knew I had to comfort her.  It was at that moment that I really got the bond between a mom and a child. 

I remember going to small group that night and she was just a wreck.  Melody Faulk was in our small group at that time.  We were telling them the story.  I will never forget that Melody got up, walked into the kitchen, and started making a bottle with baby formula.  I had read all the stories that baby formula causes brain damage and your kid will not be as smart.  You have to go at least the eight weeks.  I thought we couldn’t do that.  I walked in the kitchen and went “What are you doing?!”  She said “I’m making Corynn some formula.”  “You can’t do that.  I expect her IQ… and I want her to get in to college and if you give her formula, my hopes and dreams are gone.”  How many of you first time parents know exactly what I’m talking about?  You read all those stupid books and magazines.  

She drank that bottle in about 45 seconds.  We put her to bed that night and we woke up the next morning at about 7:30.  Amy and I both woke up, remembered we had a child and… How many of you have been there too where… I thought she was dead because it was the first night in six weeks I hadn’t heard from her.  We ran into the bedroom and she was just sleeping.  We just stood there.  We were new parents and we were just watching her.  It was the first night she went to bed full.  I will never forget her waking up and doing all that stretching.  We were like, thank you Jesus.  

After that, we were done with nursing.  We were good with it.  So if she’s community college, I’m good with that.  We wanted our sleep.  Many of you went to community college; there’s nothing wrong with community college.  Or trade school.  But I got that bond.  I was finally able to understand it.  
This is really tough, but I tell Corynn this all the time.  “Corynn, one day a little boy is going to love you and Corynn, you need to grasp the fact that the bond you develop with him…”  She snuggles with me every morning when she gets up.  We snuggle with her every night as we are putting her to bed.  I go, “Corynn, can you fathom the day that you’re closer to another man than you are to me?”  
She goes, “No, Daddy, no.”  
And I go, “I know, there’s got to be something in here that says… we’re going to find it.  I have a couple of years to figure this out.”  I go, “Is that hard to fathom, Corynn, that a little boy could love you more than me?”  I go, “Corynn, one day you are going to leave home; you’re going to be gone from here and we are going to ask you where you want us to send your stuff.”  
That is the reality and young people need to hear that today.  You’re not going to be with your mom and dad forever; start planning now.  Quit riding on mom and dad’s coat tail.  I don’t care if you are 12; you need to get a job.  You laugh because you love adolescents, but you need to start thinking about adulthood.  You have to start thinking about the fact that you are not going to be with your mom and dad forever.  That’s why we get this TwoGuard month.  That marriage you are supposed to be modeling for your kids…  Some of you right now have a stronger bond with your children than you do with your spouse and that is not how God designed it.  He doesn’t want that bond to be as strong.
31"For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife and the two will become one flesh." 32This is a profound mystery--but I am talking about Christ and the church.   Your marriage, not your relationship with your kids, is a model of the gospel of Jesus.  Some of you are sacrificing everything for your kids and leaving nothing for your spouse.  Your spouse is getting the leftovers.  Your spouse is getting what remains of your energy and of your time and to be honest with you, of your money.  
Some of you husbands and wives can’t afford to have a little get away every year, which you need.  You need a get away and you need to leave the kids at the door, screaming, thinking you are abandoning them.  Leave.  Start the separation early.  Some of you can’t afford that trip because you’re spending all your money at the Disney store, your spending all your money on those 75 cent machines as you go into Fuddruckers and as you go into The Fun Spot.  Some of you are spending it all on family vacations and you need to tell the kids no, Silver Dollar City… no, Dippin’ Dots… no.  Your mom and I are going on a retreat; we’re going to spend time alone, without you because we are going to give you the greatest gift of your life and that is a mom and a dad who love each other.  One day you are going to separate from us and we are going to be left with each other.  Some of you are there right now.  
The problem is… I’ve seen it; I call it the Barone syndrome.  Your kids have left home and because you’ve done nothing to enjoy life together and you’ve done nothing to be with one another, now you are too into your kids’ lives.  You are medaling; you’re a mess and you need to let them go and you need to find out how to love and enjoy life together.  You need to find how to play again.  You need to find how to laugh again.  It doesn’t always have to be about the kids because for some of you, the bond you had with your kids, that cement that you had with your kids, is over.  It’s completely and totally over.  You like I can’t call them?  You can call them.  
I shared this yesterday at the wedding of a man named Courtney.  Guys, set boundaries with your family and friends.  You are to become one.  I got done telling Amanda’s mom that today she was losing a daughter.  She is no longer your daughter; she’s done.  Amanda turns around to her mom and mouths “I’m sorry.”  Then I was able to tell Amanda and Courtney that one day they were going to have children.  As Kevin says, “I’ve seen the enemy; they are small.”  You need to realize that what I just told your mom is as much a truth for you and your marriage right now, not one day when you are standing at an altar.  

Young people are going, “I don’t like this; I think I’m going to get less attention and less allowance around the house.”  You will be thankful for it because again it is not about just being committed mom and dad, but it’s about enjoying life with each other in front of the kids.

Let me give you some practicals as we close on this text.  
Guard your home from becoming kid centered.  That’s not God’s plan.  He doesn’t want your home to be run by the kids.  You’re not running a hotel.  Dad, you’re not the butler; you’re not the gardener; you’re not the one that’s called to set their alarm.  Let them be late for school.  A 14 year old should be able to get up out of bed on his own and get to school.  Some of you are going “Boy you just don’t have teenagers yet do you.”  I know I don’t, but God hasn’t intended for your home to be kid centered.  He wants a mom and a dad, a husband and a wife who dearly love each other.  It’s the first and foremost part of the family that needs to be protected.  

Guys, treat your wife like a queen and your children like royal subjects.  My wife is the queen.  We have two rules in our home.  No one talks when the queen is talking and no one runs ahead of the queen.  Corynn doesn’t like it because she has way more words than anybody in our family and she wants to be the queen, but Corynn is the princess.  
A couple of days ago, I was leaving the house and she came out and did that thing that just crawls all over me.  She jumps out of the bedroom and goes, “See ya, sucker!”  I don’t know why that crawls all over me so badly, but I go, “Corynn, I want you to speak like a princess.”  
I kid you not, the next morning as I’m leaving, she walks out of the bedroom and goes, “I will see you later, sucker.”  
I said, “Corynn!”  
She said, “You said say it like a princess.”  
I said, “No, speak like a princess.  Go with different words.”  
Dads, as the leader, do your boys and your daughters know who the queen of the home is?  Do they see you treating Mom like a queen or are they being raised right now in a critical, harsh, Mom can never do it right and never do enough environment.  How is she being treated around the home?  Like the queen?  Or is she being treated like the royal subject?  Is she there to be caring for everybody in the home?  Part of this allowing your husband to be the leader and allowing the leadership to take place is the next point.

Present a united front to the kids.  The kids will come up to me at six or seven o’clock at night and ask for a cupcake.  I will tell them to ask their mom.  The reason I say that is because I haven’t been around them all day and I don’t know how much sugar they have had.  But the reason they are asking me at night is because they know how much sugar they’ve had.  Kids are brilliant.  I don’t care how small your children are, they are brilliant.  They know the answers they are going to get from Mom and they know the answers they are going to get from Dad.  A three year old can figure this out.  They can formulate a question in their head and be walking to the family room and as they get there, know exactly from which person they are going to get the answer they are looking for.  This is where I think kids are smarter than adults.  We are not cognitive of that; we are not keeping that in front of us all the time.  

I hear Moms and Dads discussing their parenting plan in front of their kids.  The kids are sitting back there, rubbing their hands together, going, “I got ‘em right where I want ‘em.”  No.  Have a parenting plan.  Dismiss yourself from the room to discuss it.  Don’t correct your wife, don’t correct your husband in front of the kids.  Don’t declaw your husband in front of the kids when you don’t like the answer that he has given.  If you think he’s been too harsh with the kids, you can talk about that later.  You be a united front; you be together on this.  
Don’t allow one parent to be the good guy and the other parent to be the bad guy.  Because even when your kids leave home, they will know, when they call back home for money, which parent is more willing to give it and which is not.  If you are the parent willing to give it, you’re going to make the other parent look bad.  Guys, if it’s the queen, if it’s your wife that’s the one that won’t give the money, it’s your responsibility to not make her look like an idiot or make her look stingy.  You get to protect her; you get to care for her in front of your small children and your adult children.  
Remember your date night and keep it holy.  I hope this week there are many crying children in Branson, Missouri, as Mom and Dad leave them with strangers.  Maybe not strangers.  Mom, I know what you are going to do.  “We won’t be gone long.  We’ll be back soon.”  You are going to be gone for a few hours; they won’t die.  Leave; go and have conversation; go and talk.  We have rules on our dates.  We don’t have kids.  We sat on the back patio last night and I said, “Just for three minutes, let’s pretend like they are not back there.”  It didn’t last three minutes, but that minute or minute and a half we had was sweet.  Some of you have neglected this because of every activity you have stacked into your family’s schedule.  You have no margin, no rhythm in your home right now and it’s just gone crazy.  You need to say no to certain activities so that you can focus on the marriage.

You may think this seems really harsh towards your kids.  No, your responsibility with parenting, as we are going to see next week… By the way, you are going to see that leadership next week in Verse 4 of Chapter 6 where it doesn’t say mothers, don’t provoke your children to wrath, don’t exasperate your kids; it says fathers, don’t exasperate your children, don’t provoke them to wrath.  Again, that’s coming to that leadership.  

But this is the last one because your kids, as they watch your marriage and how much you enjoy each other and how much you are laughing and how it’s more than just being committed to each other, but you are together in this for the long haul, here’s what you are going to be teaching and it’s the fifth point.

Teach your kids that they will not be with you forever and to plan accordingly.  That’s what you’re helping them to do.  You are helping them to become adults.  You’re helping them to grow up.  You’re helping them to realize they won’t be with your forever.   You’re not going to be able to monitor or control their behavior forever and they need to begin to make decisions on their own and they need to be able to move out from underneath your protection.  
That’s ultimately what is going to happen one day.  I think in terms of relationships, you want your daughter to pick a guy who treats her well, right?  More than likely, for many of you, she’s going to pick somebody just like you, Dad.  This is a real good time for you to look in the mirror right now and think.  Do you want somebody to one day treat your daughter the way you treat your wife?  It’s our opportunity to guard our homes this morning.  Make sure they are not run by small children or teenage children, but that you present a united front as husband and wife, caring for each other, enjoying each other for the rest of your days on this earth.
Father, it’s in the name of Jesus we thank you.  I thank you that this bond you created between husband and wife is stronger than that of parent and child.  You’ve called us to love each other.  May Amy and I present to Corynn and Carson every single day, what love, respect, devotion, sacrifice, caring, negotiating really is.  May we show them that we don’t have to live in a home where one of us always has to be right and one of has to rule with an iron fist.  May we be a home that is modeling the gospel of Jesus, where we are laying down our lives for each other out of reverence for you.  
We are following in line ultimately under your leadership.  We are falling in line under your leadership and your protection, Father.  I ask that for every home in here today, every family in here today, every Dad in here this morning, that this be a huge wake up call for them.  If anything I said frustrated them or angered them, I pray that they would pause long enough to just focus on themselves and seek your face and ask you how they are doing as a leader, ask you how they are doing as a husband, ask you how they are doing as a father.  
May Woodland Hills be known as a place with strong, healthy, self-sacrificing, laying down of our lives families.  Father, do a work in dads hearts today and husband’s hearts today.  For the strong personalities in here right now, I pray that they would step back a little bit.  Wives who have been influenced by the feminist movement, who have been influenced by this idea that nobody is going to lead them and nobody is going to encourage them and they don’t need protection, I pray that they would submit themselves to you, first and foremost, this morning, before their heavenly father because if they’ve been resisting their earthly dad, more than likely they have been resisting you.  I pray that today they would drop that guard.  
May the marriages of this church represent the gospel of Jesus to our kids, who have a front row seat every single day for thousands and thousands of hours a year.  I pray that they would see a healthy picture of the gospel.  
And it’s in the name of Jesus that everyone agreed and said… Amen. 
3953 Green Mountain Drive, Branson, MO  65616	417-336-5452	woodhills.org








